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HUNSLET 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


FORTY-FOURTH 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hunslet 
Rural  District  Council . 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1919,  including  therein 
Tables  C and  D of  the  West  Riding  County  Council,  and  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

THE  HUNSLET  RURAL  DBSTRiCT,  comprising  the  Parishes 
of  Oulton-cum-Woodlesford,  Templenewsam,  Thorpe  Stapleton,  and 
Middleton,  covers  an  area  of  6,400  acres.  Its  natural  formation  is 
chiefly  comprised  of  clay  in  Templenewsam  and  Middleton,  and  of 
stoney  gravel  (shale)  underlying  stone  in  Oulton-cum-Woodlesford. 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  coal  mining,  stone 
quarrying,  brick  making,  and  agriculture,  with  some  houses  of  a 
residential  nature. 
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The  tendency  of  the  District  is  to  become  more  urban  than 
rural  every  year,  owing  to  the  increasing  mining  operations,  and 
though  the  people  on  the  whole  are  well  housed,  the  District  is  parti- 
cipating in  the  general  need  for  artizan  dwellings. 

POPULATION. — The  population,  based  on  the  Registrar- 
General’s  estimate  of  the  civilian  population,  is  7,512  for  the  Death- 
rate,  and  7,825  for  the  Birth-rate,  the  latter  being  based  on  the 
assumption  that  the  rates  between  total  and  civilian  population  is 
the  same  in  this  District  as  in  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  The 
population  at  the  census  taken  in  1911  was  7,786,  and  I venture  to 
predict  that  the  population  at  the  coming  census  will  be  found  to  be 
considerably  higher  than  the  estimated  figures  for  1919,  viz.,  7,512. 

BIRTHS. — There  have  been  registered  in  the  District  134  births 
— 78  males  and  56  females,  against  132  in  1918.  Taking  the  popula- 
tion, as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General,  as  7,825,  this  gives  a 
Birth-rate  of  17-1  per  thousand  inhabitants,  against  16  for  1918.  It 
is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  Birth-rate  is  again  in  the  ascendant, 
that  for  England  and  Wales  also  being  18*5,  against  17-7  in  1918. 
Of  the  134  births,  5 are  registered  as  illegitimate. 

DEATHS. — -There  have  been  attributed  to  the  District  101 
deaths  (civilian  only) — 50  males  and  51  females  the  figures  having 
been  arrived  at  after  the  inclusion  of  deaths  in  persons  said  to  belong 
to  the  District,  but  dying  in  Institutions  and  localities  outside,  and 
the  exclusion  of  deaths  not  belonging  to  the  District.  The  Death- 
rate,  which  is  calculated  on  the  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the 
civilian  population,  viz.,  7,512,  is  13-4  per  1,000,  as  compared  with 
that  of  England  and  Wales,  viz.,  13-8.  The  rate  is  very  satisfactory 
in  view  of  the  recurring  epidemics  of  Influenza.  The  death-rate  for 
the  quinquennium  is  13-6. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Enteric  Fever 
Influenza 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Cancer 

Rheumatic  Fever  . . 


1 

8 

2 

3 

8 

1 
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Organic  Heart  Disease  . . . . . . ...  11 

Bronchitis  . . . . . . . . . . , . 7 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . . . . . . . . 17 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . . . . , . 1 

Diarrhoea  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Bright’s  Disease  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Puerperal  Fever  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Parturition  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Congenital  Debility . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Violence  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . . . . . . . . 32 


Total  . . . . . . . . 101 

INFANT  MORTALITY  : — 

There  were  registered  10  deaths  in  children  under  1 year  of  age, 
being  at  the  rate  of  74  per  1,000  births  registered,  that  of  1918  being 
45,  and  for  England  and  Wales  in  1919,  89. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is,  as  in  many  previous  years,  again 
considerably  under  that  for  England  and  Wales,  and  must  be  con- 
sidered highly  satisfactory,  as  well  as  an  index  to  the  efficient  Sanitary 
administration  of  the  District.  The  Infantile  Death-rate  for  the 
quinquennium,  1915-19,  is  68.  Two  illegitimate  children  were 
included  in  the  above. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  There  were  2 deaths  only  registered 
from  the  principal  epidemic  diseases  : Enteric  Fever  1,  Diarrhoea  1. 
The  Zymotic  Death-rate  is  *26  per  1,000  of  the  population,  a rate 
remarkably  low  by  reason  of  the  absence  of  any  death  from  Measles, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria,  or  Erysipelas. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1919. 


1919 

Hunslet 

R.D.C. 

England 

and 

Wales 

Birth-rate  . . 

17*1 

18-5 

Death-rate  . . 

13-4 

13-8 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

0-2 

p 

Infantile  Mortality-rate 

(Per  1,000  Births) 

74 

89 

6 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  The  Public 

Health  (Pneumonia,  Malaria,  Dysentery,  &c.)  Regulations,  1919, 
came  into  force  on  the  1st  March,  and  the  notifications  of  these  diseases 
add  considerably  to  the  total  number  of  notifications.  The  following 
table  gives  the  total  number  received,  the  Districts  in  which  they 
occurred,  the  number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital,  and  the  number 
of  deaths. 


SUMMARY  OF  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Totals 

Oulton-cum- 

Woodlesford 

Temple- 
newsam 
and  Thorpe 
Stapleton 

Middleton 

Removed 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

6 

4 

2 

— 

3 

• 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

9 

3 

4 

2 

8 

— 

Enteric  . . 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

9 

5 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Measles  . . 

54 

7 

46 

1 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary 

6 

2 

3 

1 

— 

2* 

,,  Other 

3 

1 

2 

— 

3* 

Pneumonia 

25 

23 

2 

— 

1 

8f 

Malaria  . . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  Polio- 
myelitis 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- — - 

116 

46 

65 

5 

1 

1 

13 

14 

* Also  includes  cases  notified  previously  to  1919. 
f Notified  cases  only. 


DIPHTHERIA,  SCARLET  FEVER,  AND  ENTERIC.— 

A study  of  the  above  table  will  show  that  these  diseases  were  few  in 
number,  and  scattered  throughout  the  District  at  intervals  during 
the  year.  The  single  case  of  Enteric  Fever  died  in  Hospital.  Ex- 
cluding the  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  Pneumonia,  this  is  the  only 
death  registered  from  the  ordinary  notifiable  diseases. 
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MEASLES  became  prevalent  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year  in  the 
Templenewsam  District,  and  assumed  an  epidemic  form  in  the 
early  autumn,  especially  amongst  the  children  attending  Colton 
School,  which  was  closed  for  three  weeks  in  October. 

Forty-six  cases  were  notified  in  this  District  (all  by  Medical 
Men),  with  no  special  characteristic  as  to  age  or  sex  distribution.  No 
deaths  were  registered  from  this  cause.  The  compulsory  notification 
of  Measles  ceased  after  the  31st  December,  1919. 

TUBERCULOSS  S.— Th  ere  were  9 cases  notified,  6 of  the  Pul- 
monary type  and  3 of  other  forms.  Of  these,  3 occurred  in  Oulton- 
cum-Woodlesford,  5 in  Templenewsam,  and  1 in  Middleton.  There 
were  2 deaths  notified  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  3 from 
other  forms.  All  notified  cases  were  investigated,  homes  inspected, 
records  taken,  advice  given  as  to  precautionary  measures,  Dispensary 
and  Sanatorium  treatment,  and  disinfection  carried  out. 

The  Death-rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  -26  per  1,000 
— a remarkably  low  rate. 

DIARRHCEA.— There  was  again  no  prevalence  of  this  disease  in 
the  District  during  the  year,  one  death  only  having  been  registered 
from  this  cause.  The  comparative  absence  of  this  disease,  which  is 
one  of  the  principal  causes  of  excessive  infantile  mortality,  is  an 
important  index  of  the  satisfactory  sanitary  condition  of  the  District. 

CANCER.— Eight  deaths  were  registered  from  various  forms  of 
Malignant  Disease,  the  Death-rate  being  1-06  per  1,000,  against  -4 

in  1918. 

INFLUENZA. — -This  disease,  which  was  epidemic  towards  the 
end  of  1918,  abated  to  some  extent  in  January,  1919,  but  again 
became  virulent  in  February  and  March.  There  were  8 deaths 
registered,  of  which  Templenewsam  contributed  5 and  Oulton-cum- 
Woodlesford  3.  They  were  mostly  complicated  with  Pneumonia 
or  Bronchitis. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  RESPIRATORY  ORGANS. — Twenty- 
five  deaths  were  registered,  of  which  17  were  due  to  Pneumonia 
(all  forms),  7 to  Bronchitis,  and  1 to  other  forms.  The  majority  of 
the  cases  were  of  the  Influenza  type.  The  death-rate  is  3*3,  that  of 
1918  being  3*7. 
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GENERAL  SANITATION.  — An  account  of  the  principal 
Sanitary  work  undertaken  during  the  year  is  given  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report  and  Table  C of  the  West  Riding  County  Council, 
which  include  in  detail  the  work  in  connection  with  water  supply, 
milk  and  other  food,  drainage,  scavenging,  and  nuisance  inspection. 

HOUSING  WORK  DURING  1919.— Table  D gives  a summary 
of  the  work.  No  house-to-house  inspection  was  possible  during  the 
year,  owing  to  the  late  demobilization  of  the  officer  appointed  under 
the  Act,  the  abnormal  times,  and  the  State-aided  Housing  Schemes 
for  Oulton-cum-Woodlesford  and  Templenewsam,  which  were  well 
advanced. 

Previous  to  1914,  the  house-to-house  inspections  of  Oulton-cum- 
Woodlesford  and  Middleton  were  completed. 

Many  matters,  such  as  house-to-house  inspection,  conversion  of 
privies  into  w.c.’s,  paving  of  streets,  the  destruction  of  refuse,  etc., 
have  been  of  necessity  in  abeyance,  and  these  will  be  taken  in  hand, 
so  far  as  the  urgency  of  the  housing  question,  and  the  continued 
abnormality  of  the  times,  will  permit,  in  the  near  future. 

I beg  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council,  and 
the  Officials,  for  their  hearty  co-operation  and  support  amidst  many 
difficulties,  and  to  assure  them  of  my  high  appreciation  of  their 
efforts. 

JOSEPH  BUCK,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Rothwell,  nr.  Leeds,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

April  28th,  1920. 
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TABLE  C,  1919. 


HUNSLET  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Water  Supply — 

Any  developments  during  1919  ? — Part  provision  made  for 
Housing  Scheme,  Oulton. 

Any  insufficiency,  and  where  ? — Occasional  intermittency  at 
Middleton  and  Newsam  Green. 

Any  action  in  regard  to  unsatisfactory  quality  and  where  ? — No. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage — 

Any  developments  during  1919  ? — No. 

Developments  still  needed  as  to  (a)  Want  of  sewers — Some  parts 
of  Middleton.  (b)  Improvement  of  defective  sewers — 
Pinfold  Lane  and  Wheaton  Avenue,  Halton. 

Any  inadequacy  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works  or  complaints  as  to 
smells  ? — No  complaints. 

Are  there  any  sink  wastes  still  needing  disconnection  ? — No. 

Closet  Accommodation — 

No.  of  Privies  with  open  middens — 11.  No.  of  Pail  or  Tub 

Closets — 23  (11  temporary  erected  for  Hospitals  and 
Munition  Stores. 

No.  of  Privies  with  covered  middens — 622.  No.  of  Water 

Closets — 941.  Waste-water  Closets — 1. 

No.  of  Privies  re-constructed  during  1919 — (a)  as  w.c’s — 1 ; 
(b)  other — Nil. 

No.  of  additional  Closets  provided  for  old  property  in  1919 — (a) 
w.c’s— 1 ; (b)  other — Nil. 

No.  of  Closets  constructed  in  1919  for  new  houses  (a)  w.c’s — 
Nil ; (b)  other— Nil. 

Scavenging — 

Any  change  during  1919  ? — No. 

How  is  refuse  disposed  of  (a)  Destructor — Nil ; (b)  Tips— 

3845;  (c)  Farmers — 622;  Total  annual  cost — £ 

Is  there  any  inadequacy,  and  where  ? — No. 
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Nuisance  Inspections — 

Total  No.  of  Inspections  made  in  1919—1,028. 

Informal  Notices  served— 137.  Complied  with— 90. 
Statutory  Notices  served — 51.  Complied  with — 30. 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1918 — 38.  At  close 
of  1919—30. 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  reported  during  1919—137.  Abated 
during  1919 — 47. 

Total  No.  of  Summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings — 3. 


Regulated  Buildings,  Trades,  &c. 

No.  in 
District 

No.  on 
Register 

Total  No. 
of 

Inspect’ ns 
made 

General  Condition 

Legal 
Proceed’g 
(if  any) 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . . 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

Canal  Boats  . . 

Knackers  Yards 

Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds 

> 

, NIL 

Offensive  Trades 

( Please  specify  kind) 

J 

Have  the  Council  declared  any  other  processes  to  be  offensive 
trades,  e.g.,  Fish-frying,  Maggot-breeding,  etc.  ? — No. 

Schools — 

No.  of  Visits  to  Schools — Frequently. 

Action  taken — Colton  School  closed  two  weeks  for  Measles. 

Milk  Supply — 

No.  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  analysis  under 
F.  and  D.  Acts — Nil. 

No.  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  bacteriological 
examination — Nil. 

What  arrangement  for  Veterinary  Inspection  of  dairy  cows  ? — 
Veterinary  Surgeon  to  be  called  in  by  M.O.H.  at  his 
discretion. 

Any  instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  in  1919  ? — No. 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  in  district — 38.  No.  Registered — 38. 

No.  of  Milk  Sellers  who  are  also  Cowkeepers — 18.  No.  who  are 
Purveyors  only — -4.  Total  No.  Registered — 42. 
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Total  No.  of  Cowsheds — 55.  No.  of  Inspections  in  1919 — 119. 
General  Condition — Good. 

Approx.  No.  of  Milch  Cows  in  District — 514.  Any  insufficiency 
in  Milk  Supply  ? — No. 

Legal  proceedings  under  D.C.M.  Orders — Nil. 

Any  Inspection  or  other  action  by  Districts  to  which  Milk  is 
sent  ?■ — Occasionally. 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1919.  Any  Action  ? — No. 
Other  Foods — 

No.  of  samples  (other  than  Milk)  taken  by  Officer  of  S.A.  for 
examination  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts — Nil. 

No.  of  seizures  of  unsound  food — 1.  Kind  and  Quantity — 

kJ 

2 Boned  Hams.  No.  of  Prosecutions — Nil. 

No.  of  Slaughter-houses. — No.  Registered.- — No.  Licensed.- — - 
Kind  and  Condition. — No  Slaughter-houses  in  use,  under 
Meat  Control. 

No.  of  Prosecutions  (a)  Food  and  Drugs — Nil.  (b)  Unsound 
Food— Nil.  (c)  re  Slaughter-houses — Nil. 

No.  of  Bakehouses — 1.  Is  there  a Public  Abattoir? — No. 

Factories  and  Workshops — 

Any  Smoke  nuisance,  and  where  ?- — No. 

No.  of  Smoke  observations  taken — None. 

Adoptive  Acts — 

Acts  adopted  during  1919 — None. 

Byelaws  and  Regulations — 

Any  adopted  or  revised  during  1919 — None. 

Are  any  other  Byelaws  needed  ? — Not  under  present  conditions. 

Infectious  and  other  Diseases — 

What  diseases  have  been  specially  prevalent  in  1919  ?- — Influenza, 
Pneumonia  and  Measles. 

Any  diseases  specially  added  to  notifiable  list  ? — Pneumonia, 
Malaria,  Dysentery,  Encephalitis,  Lethargica  and  Polio- 
Myelitis. 

Any  influences  threatening  the  health  of  the  District  ? — No. 

Special  Reports  and  Investigations — 

Measles  at  Templenewsam. 
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Tuberculosis — 

(1)  Inspection  of  patient’s  home  and  workshop — Yes. 

(2)  Examination  for  contracts — Yes. 

(3)  Disinfection— Yes. 

(4)  Distribution  of  advice  leaflets — Yes. 

(5)  Action  re  spitting — Advice. 

(6)  Shelters  provided — No. 

(7)  Is  sputum  examined  ? — Yes. 

(8)  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries. — Any  suggestions  ? — No. 

Utilized  and  appreciated. 

Bacteriology — 

Is  County  Laboratory  utilized  ?— Yes. 

Any  suggestions  ? — No. 

Infant  Mortality — 

What  organised  effort  to  control  it  ? — In  Templenewsam  by 
Nursing  Association,  other  parts  by  C.C.  Health  Visitors. 
Any  Voluntary  Centres  for  Child  or  Mother  Welfare  ? — Steps 
taken  for  Centre  at  Oulton-with-Woodlesford. 

Causes  of  any  excessive  Infant  Mortality  in  1919 — No  excess. 
Any  suggestions  will  be  welcomed  regarding  Maternity  Centres 
and  Infant  Welfare  Schemes. 

Vital  Statistics — 

Births  during  1919 — Males,  78;  Females,  56;  Total  134. 
No.  illegitimate  included  in  above— 5. 

Deaths  during  1919 — (1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total  actually 
registered  in  the  District  without  any  corrections. — 92. 
(2)  Nett  Deaths  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated — Males, 
50  ; Females,  51. 

No.  of  uncertified  deaths  (included  above) — None. 

Mortuaries — 

What  Mortuary  accommodation — (a)  for  accidents  ; (b)  for 

infectious  cases  other  than  at  Hospital — None. 

Sanitary  Staff — 

What  is  the  present  Annual  Salary  of  the  M.O.H.  ? — £120. 
Name  of  Sanitary  Inspector — P.  C.  Higgins. 

Annual  Salary  as  Inspector — £240. 
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Other  appointments  held — Inspector  under  Housing  Acts. 

Salary  for  such  other  appointments. — £20. 

Any  Assistants  ? — No. 

Is  Staff  sufficient  ? — Yes. 

Supplementary  Remarks  as  to  Sanitary  requirements  of  District, 
suggestions  of  M.O.H.,  and  extended  notes  from  any  of  the 
foregoing  entries. 

The  Housing  question  during  1919  has  overshadowed  and 
retarded  all  other  requirements. 


SUMMARY  OF  HOUSING  WORK  DURING  1919. 


Houses  with  defects  not  disposed  of  at  end  of  1919  . . N 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Act  and  regulations  in 

1919 

^ ••  • • • • ••  ••  * t •• 

Houses  found  satisfactory  on  inspection 

Action  under  (Section  15)  1909  or  (Section  28)  1919 

Action  under  P.H.  Acts  in  cases  of  houses  with  minor 
defects  not  remediable  under  (Section  28)  1919. . 

Action  under  (Section  17)  1909  . . . . . . 

Appeals 

Houses  with  defects  not  disposed  of  at  end  of  1919  ..  , 


No  action 
during  1919 
preparations 
for 

resumption 


Other  Action  in  regard  to  Housing  : — Total  number  of  houses  in 
district — 1793.  Number  of  working-class  houses — 1770 

Approximately. 

Obstructive  Buildings. — Any  building  represented  by  M.O.H.  under 
Sec.  38  (1)  of  1890  Act  ? — None.  Any  building  represented 

by  Inhabitant  Householders  under  Sec.  38  (2)  of  1890  Act  ? — 
None. 


Unhealthy  Areas. — Any  representations  under  parts  I.  or  II.  of  the 
1890  Act  ? If  so  give  particulars — None. 
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Re-construction  Schemes.- — -Have  L.A.  directed  any  to  be  prepared 
under  Sec.  39  of  1890  Act  ? — No. 

Unfit  Houses. — Any  complaints  by  Inhabitant  Householders  under 
Sec.  31  of  1890  Act  ? — None.  Any  complaints  by  Parish  Council 
under  Sec.  6 (2)  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1894  ? — None. 

Any  action  by  Public  Utility  Societies  ? — None. 

Any  action  under  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act,  1899  ? — None. 

Any  scarcity  of  houses,  if  so,  where  ? — Yes,  general  in  the  District. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses,  and  where  ? — Yes,  in  each 
Parish. 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with  during  1919 — None. 

Any  special  activity  in  house  building,  and  where  ? — None. 

Number  of  new  Houses  built  during  1919  by  private  enterprise- 
(a)  Working-class  dwellings — None,  (b)  Other — None. 

* © ■© 

State-aided  Housing  Schemes — 

Sites — No.  of  Applications  submitted  2,  Acreage,  28  ; No.  of 
Applications  approved  2,  Acreage,  28.  Lay-outs— No.  submitted, 
2,  No.  Approved,  2.  House  Plans — No.  Submitted,  34  Scullery, 
207  Parlour ; No.  Approved,  34  Scullery,  207  Parlour. 
Tenders — No.  Submitted,  34  Scullery,  207  Parlour  ; No. 
Approved,  34  Scullery,  207  Parlour.  Works  commenced — Nil. 
Houses  occupied — Nil. 

Any  regulations  made  in  respect  of  underground  sleeping  rooms 
under  (Sec.  17,  7)  1909  Act  ?- — None  in  District. 

Any  regulations  made  in  respect  of  underground  sleeping  rooms 
under  (Sec.  17,  7)  1909  Act  ? — None  in  District. 

Name  and  Address  of  Officer  designated  to  make  inspections  under 
Article  II.  of  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations, 
1910  ? — P.  C.  Higgins,  Mayfield,  Woodlesford,  near  Leeds. 

Signed,  JOSEPH  BUCK,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

April  28th,  1920. 
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Report  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances 

For  the  Year  1919 . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Hunslet  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1919. 

Correspondence  : — 


Number  of  Letters  written  . . 

233 

,,  Notices  issued  . . 

137 

,,  Registered  Notices  issued 

93 

,,  Appointments  kept 

83 

,,  Nuisances  abated 

128 

,,  ,,  unabated  on  books 

47 

Details  of  Nuisances  : — 

Defective  W.C.'s 

30 

,,  ,,  and  Stopped  Drains 

24 

,,  Water  Supply 

13 

,,  Eaves  and  Spouts 

21 

,,  Sinkpipes  . . 

4 

,,  Privies  and  Ashes  Pits  . . 

21 

,,  in  Construction  of  Dwelling-houses 

12 

,,  Miscellaneous 

22 

Extreme  measures  have  had  to  be  resorted  to  on  three  occasions,  but 

generally  the  work  has  been  complied  with  in  a reasonable  period. 

Inspections 

• • 

1,028 

,,  House-to-House  Statutory 

Suspended 

Sewers  and  Drains  Flushed 

• • 

1,006 

,,  ,,  Stopped 

• • 

86 

Stopped  W.C.'s  Cleared 

• • 

24 

,,  Chambers  Cleared  . . 

• • 

48 

16 


SCAVENGING. 


Cleansing 

Loads 

To  Tips 

To  Land 

Middleton, 

1733 

No  records  of  loads  or  disposal 
by  Contractor. 

Do.  last  year  (1918) 

912 

Oulton-with-Woodlesford 

10525 

2724 

2577 

147 

Do.  last  year  (1918) 

9416 

2353 

2195 

100 

Templenewsam 

14816 

1890 

1415 

474 

Do.  last  year  (1918) 

14064 

1787 

1270 

517 

From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  in  Oulton  and 
Woodlesford  and  Middleton  the  number  of  loads  removed  show 
a large  increase,  which  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  new  allowance 
to  all  pit  surface  workers. 


Whereas  Templenewsam  shows  an  increased  number  of  cleans- 
ings with  a slightly  increased  quantity. 


HOUSES  IN  DISTRICT  OCCUPIED  OR  BEEN  OCCUPIED. 


Through 

Non- 

Through 

Back 

to 

Back 

Total 

Middleton 

76 

131 

50 

257 

Oulton-with-Wbodlesford 

494 

168 

100 

762 

Templenewsam  . . 

649 

98 

29 

774 

Totals 

1219 

397 

179 

1793 

CLOSET  CONVENIENCES  IN  DISTRICT. 


Water 

Closets 

Earth 

Closets 

Privies 

Covered 

Ashespits 

Open 

Ashespits 

Bins 

Middleton 

56 

2 

132 

83 

13 

34 

Oulton-with-Woodlesford 

357 

2 

252 

297 

2 

149 

Templenewsam 

528 

12 

242 

168 

— 

262 

Totals 

941 

16 

626 

548 

15 

445 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  there  is  one  waste  water  closet  in 
Woodlesford,  and  1 1 temporary  latrines  at  the  Hall  at  Oulton  and 
Munition  Stores  at  Woodlesford  were  cleansed  up  to  and  including 
the  12th  April. 
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Oulton,  Woodlesford,  Halton,  and  Middleton  Schools  are  fitted 
with  Latrines  with  automatic  flushing  apparatus. 

Colton  Schools  with  Earth  Closets  and  Privies. 

In  Middleton  there  are  4 Privies  without  Ashes  Pits. 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  raw  material  for  the 
making  of  Ashes  Bins  during  the  war,  and  consequent  non-replace- 
ment, the  condition  of  many  in  the  area  is  deplorable,  due  no  doubt 
to  the  heavy  increase  in  price. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Twelve  houses  or  parts  thereof  have  been  disinfected  after  re- 
moval to  Hospital,  recovery,  or  death  of  patient  during  the  year. 

Detailed  instructions  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  the 
disease  have  been  given  to  the  parents,  or  someone  in  authority,  on 
the  disease  being  notified,  and  a periodical  watch  made  to  see  that 
every  care  was  being  taken  to  prevent  a spread  of  the  disease. 

The  Colton  and  Halton  Schools  have  also  been  disinfected 
during  the  periods  of  closing. 

Seventy-nine  visits  have  been  paid  to  addresses  notified  of  some 
infectious  or  notifiable  disease,  and  69  visits  to  the  schools. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

No  licenses  to  slaughter  in  the  7 recognised  slaughter-houses  in 
the  District  have  been  issued  during  the  year,  owing  to  the  permit  to 
purchase  under  the  Meat  Control  combining  our  area  with  that  of 
Rothwell,  Methley,  and  Ardsley. 

The  home-killed  meat  has  been  slaughtered  at  Rothwell,  and 
the  chilled  sent  there  also,  so  that  the  meat  supply  to  the  whole 
area  has  been  distributed  from  there. 

The  quality  of  each  has  been  satisfactory,  no  complaints  having 
been  received. 
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Two  boned  hams  were  seized  during  the  year  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  and  on  the  certificate  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
taken  before  a Magistrate,  and  an  order  given  for  their  destruction. 

The  Tenant  of  the  Slaughter-house  at  Halton  forbids  the  use  of 
the  building  for  that  purpose  again,  so  that  when  the  Food  Control 
regulations  are  cancelled,  Halton  will  be  without  a Slaughter-house. 

Considering  the  amount  of  pig  killing  and  retailing  for  pork,  the 
provision  of  a public  one  is  now  worthy  of  consideration. 

GREENGROCERY  TRADES. 

This  trade  is  still  an  intermittent  one,  partly  in  the  hands  of  a 
few  shopkeepers,  partly  in  hands  of  allotment-holders,  and  partly 
from  outside  hawkers  passing  through  the  District. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

None. 

FRIED  FISH  SHOPS. 

There  are  five  fish  shops  in  the  area.  The  shops  are  kept  in  a 
fairly  satisfactory  condition,  but  the  disposal  of  the  Offal  is  a matter 
which  could  be  more  satisfactorily  done. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

No  samples  have  been  taken  during  the  year. 

CANAL  BOATS. 

18  visits  were  made  to  the  Canal  for  the  purpose  of  making  an 
inspection,  but  owing  (1)  to  no  boats  being  available,  (2)  no  one  in 
possession,  or  not  registered  under  the  Canal  Boats  Act  no  inspections 
could  be  booked. 

SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  under  this  heading,  con- 
sequently no  observations  have  been  taken,  but  some  careless  firing 
could  be  remedied,  and  less  black  thick  smoke  allowed  to  permeate 
the  atmosphere. 
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NEW  BUILDINGS. 

No  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year  One  picture 
house  has  been  completed  and  opened  at  Woodlesford. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

A portion  of  the  Sewers  and  Surface  water  drains  for  the  Council’s 
Housing  Scheme  at  Woodlesford  were  laid  during  the  year. 

WATER  SERVICE. 

A portion  of  the  new  Mains  for  the  new  Scheme  were  also  laid. 
A plentiful  supply  of  water  has  been  available  throughout  the  district, 
with  the  exception  of  irregular  intervals  at  Middleton  and  Thorpe 
Stapleton.  The  quantities  supplied  during  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 

gallons. 

Middleton  . . . . . . . . . . 4,500,000 

Oulton-with- Woodlesford  . . . . . . 36,500,000 

Templenewsam  . . . . . . . . 32,772,000 

Thorpe  Stapleton  . . . . . . . . 121,000 

Six  places  outside  the  district  of  Templenewsam  have  been  supplied, 
and  others  outside  of  the  districts  of  Woodlesford  and  Middleton. 

POULTRY. 

During  the  War  a practice  originated  of  erecting  fowl  houses  in 
the  most  unsatisfactory  positions  and  in  too  cramped  conditions, 
and  often  in  close  proximity  to  the  dwelling  houses. 

Several  of  the  new  houses  provided  originally  with  rear  air 
space  free  of  any  erection  above  the  level  of  the  ground  except  W.C., 
&c.,  have  been  converted  into  fowl  yards,  and  the  original  benefits 
of  pure  air  nullified. 


COWSHEDS. 

No  new  cowsheds  have  been  erected  during  the  year,  but  several 
existing  ones  have  been  transferred,  and  the  new  tenants  registered. 
38  farmsteads  comprising  58  cowsheds  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
stocked  482  milch  cows  : and  at  the  close  of  the  year  there  were 

514. 
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The  conditions  of  the  cowsheds  in  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
and  the  delay  in  limewashing  in  accordance  with  the  Cowshed  and 
Milkshop  Regulations,  compelled  my  having  to  submit  a report  to 
the  Council. 

The  registered  notice  to  complete  within  the  prescribed  time 
had  the  desired  effect,  but  I cannot  understand  why  this  important 
branch  of  their  duties,  with  its  direct  connection  to  our  important 
milk  supply  should  be  neglected,  and  drastic  measures  necessary. 

The  grooming  of  the  cattle  generally  along  with  the  cleanliness 
of  the  cowsheds  can  be  improved,  along  with  more  respect  as  to  the 
ventilation  during  the  winter  period. 

GENERAL. 

The  attention  of  the  Public  generally  might  be  called  to  their 
abuse  or  mis-use  of  the  ashes  pits  and  bins,  due  no  doubt  to  their 
convenience. 

The  amount  of  paper  removed  from  these  places  is  enormous, 
necessitating  a great  cost  in  its  destruction,  otherwise  becoming 
an  eye-sore  after  each  gale  of  wind  by  its  accumalation  in  the  hedge 
bottoms. 

Vegetable  matter  is  also  carelessly  thrown  away,  and  is  allowed 
to  decay  and  become  decomposed,  giving  off  a strong  stench. 

Each  of  these  should  be  burnt  and  thereby  prevent  any  further 
trouble,  or  risk  of  becoming  a nuisance. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Council 
for  their  continued  kindness  and  courtesy,  and  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  his  courtesy  and  support  in  carrying  out  my  duties. 

I am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PERCY  C.  HIGGINS, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


